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ATLANTA SPEECH SCHOOL

“During the Atlanta Speech School’s nearly 80-year history, the
organization has emerged as a regional and national leader in
teaching and learning, early intervention and assessment in
language and literacy, implementation science, and professional
learning at scale. The Atlanta Speech School ensures that the
nation’s leading research and best practices on early childhood
education, language, literacy, early intervention, and assessment
are brought to practice throughout all arms of the organization,
and through all regional and national partners.”
Dr. Ami Klin, Marcus Autism Center, Children’s Healthcare
of Atlanta and Emory University School of Medicine

From the moment a baby is born, words matter.
The reassuring tone of a mother’s voice, talking with her infant…
The first syllables spoken by a toddler, making his voice heard…
The letters on a page, beginning to make sense to a budding reader…
The hand-written sentences of a young student, sharing her thoughts
with others…

At the Atlanta Speech School, we know that
words make all the difference.

Listening, speaking, reading and writing are the building blocks of communication—and
the foundation for all learning—yet there is a remarkably short window of time, from
birth through age 8, when the critical brain connections need to be built for language and
literacy. The consequences for children who miss this important opportunity are severe—
their full potential may never be realized.
The Speech School’s incredibly dedicated professionals are uniquely qualified to apply the
latest research to achieve exceptional outcomes for children, including those who would
otherwise struggle with language acquisition and literacy development… for the infant
who cannot hear… for the child who has difficulty learning the alphabet… and for any
young person who does not have access to a language-rich environment. Through our
research-based knowledge and as a result of our intentional, individualized instruction,
children who were once sitting on the sidelines are now thriving learners. And their lives
are changed forever.

WITH YOUR SUPPORT, THE ATLANTA SPEECH SCHOOL WILL CONTINUE
TO UNLOCK THE DOORS TO LANGUAGE, LITERACY AND EVERYTHING ELSE
THE WORLD HAS TO OFFER. WE WILL ENSURE THAT ALL CHILDREN CAN
FIND THEIR VOICES AND DECIDE THEIR OWN FUTURES, AS WE LEVERAGE OUR
IMPACT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR ALL CHILDREN THROUGHOUT GEORGIA
AND BEYOND.
A WORLD FILLED WITH LANGUAGE IS A WORLD FILLED WITH OPPORTUNITY.
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POSITIONED AT THE INTERSECTION OF BRAIN SCIENCE AND SOCIAL SCIENCE, THE ATLANTA
SPEECH SCHOOL EFFECTS TRANSFORMATIVE CHANGE IN THE LIVES OF CHILDREN AND ADULTS

HONOR THE LEGACY

THROUGH RESEARCH-BASED PRACTICES, INNOVATION, ADVOCACY, AND PARTNERSHIPS WITH OTHER

Every child has a voice. It is up to us—as parents, as teachers, as believers in tomorrow—to help children find their voices and
use them to their fullest potential.

ORGANIZATIONS SO THAT EACH CHILD AT THE SCHOOL AND EVERY CHILD IN GEORGIA CAN ACQUIRE
THE LANGUAGE AND LITERACY ABILITIES ESSENTIAL FOR HIS OR HER OWN FUTURE.

With this simple yet powerful idea, and an incredible generosity of spirit, the Atlanta Speech School was founded by Katherine
“Kitty” Hamm.
Kitty Hamm’s son, Ben, was born deaf. Through early intervention, Ben gained the power of speech… and his mother
discovered her life’s calling. After receiving formal training at the Central Institute for the Deaf in St. Louis, Mrs. Hamm
brought her expertise back to Atlanta and made a promise to this community—that all children should have the
opportunity to find their voices, regardless of their family’s financial means. She partnered with The Junior League of
Atlanta to make it happen and greeted the School’s first students in 1938.
Almost eight decades later, this promise drives everything we do. The Atlanta Speech School is now the nation’s most
comprehensive center for language and literacy, impacting the delivery of early childhood education and serving as a
catalyst for change across our state and our nation.

PLEASE JOIN WITH US IN SUPPORT OF KEEPING the PROMISE, THE $30 MILLION CAPITAL AND
ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN TO CONTINUE THIS LEGACY OF SERVICE FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

Kitty Hamm in 1938

Continuing the legacy in 2016

Composed of four schools, five clinics, summer programs and a professional development center, each division shares one
goal: to work within each program and collaborate across all programs with a mission to help each person develop his or her
full potential through language and literacy.

FOUR SCHOOL PROGRAMS

FIVE CLINICAL PROGRAMS

THE KATHERINE HAMM CENTER is a listening,

THE AUDIOLOGY CLINIC provides diagnostic

spoken language and literacy program for children who

testing, evaluation and remediation of hearing loss

are deaf or hard of hearing ages birth to 6 and their

for infants, children and adults

families

THE SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY CLINIC

THE ANNE AND JIM KENAN PRESCHOOL is a

offers comprehensive services for children and adults

mainstream early education program that develops

with communication difficulties

engaged learners who are exceptionally prepared for

THE OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY CLINIC serves

school

children from infancy to adolescence who experience

STEPPING STONES is the only preschool program of

difficulties in sensory integration, gross and fine motor

its kind in Georgia, providing therapeutic education for

coordination, visual perception, handwriting and

young children with speech and/or language delays

independent self-care skills

THE WARDLAW SCHOOL is an elementary school

THE LEARNING EVALUATION CLINIC provides

that serves children with dyslexia and other language-

comprehensive psycho-educational evaluations to

based learning disabilities

students ages 4 to 18

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
ROLLINS CENTER FOR LANGUAGE & LITERACY
partners with more than 100 public and private
organizations to bring the Atlanta Speech School’s
expertise in language and literacy to teachers across our
city, state and nation

THE LEARNING LAB offers intervention services
to students ages 4 to 18 experiencing language-based
academic difficulties or learning disabilities such
as dyslexia

SUMMER PROGRAMS
ENRICHMENT AND REMEDIATION CAMPS,
CLASSES AND CLINICS serve a variety of ages, grades
and ability levels, all in a language-rich environment
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INCREASE IMPACT
At the Atlanta Speech School, we are experts in constructing

We are committed to changing the trajectory for Georgia’s

the “reading brain,” using a variety of unique multi-sensory

children so they can meet or exceed grade level reading

instructional programs and techniques to give students

requirements by the end of third grade and fulfill their

the strongest possible foundation for communication and

potential.

learning.

From the moment Mrs. Hamm founded our School, we

We apply up-to-the-minute research in all of our classrooms,

have always endeavored to do more, to be more, and to

and we have a long history of sharing our approach with

have the greatest possible impact. It is part of our DNA,

teachers and administrators. In 2002, we formalized our

our reason for being, our proud past, and our hope for the

training, mentoring and coaching programs when we

future. All of our efforts are interrelated and intentional,

established the Rollins Center for Language & Literacy,

working to transform the lives of the students on our

a professional development institute that has helped the

campus while leveraging a fundamental change for every

Speech School earn a national reputation as the educational

child in Georgia and beyond.

equivalent of a teaching hospital.
A singular promise requires a singular commitment—one
In 2014, our capacity-building efforts took another leap

that we must all make together. Through investments in

forward with the launch of the Cox Campus, an online

KEEPING the PROMISE, we will secure the necessary

platform that brings the Speech School’s expertise and

resources to:

knowledge to Georgia’s teachers and to teachers nationwide
at no charge. By the year 2020, we will reach all 75,000
educators in our state who serve children from birth
through age 8. We have committed to this 2020 Goal
because illiteracy is now at an epidemic level, with only 34%

I. ENSURE ACCESS
II. BUILD INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL
III. INVEST IN OUR CAMPUS

of our state’s children on a path to being proficient readers.
THE ATLANTA SPEECH SCHOOL IS WORKING TO SUSTAIN AND ELEVATE OUR PROMISE TO EACH CHILD
AT A TIME OF GROWING AWARENESS OF OUR ABILITY TO IMPACT EARLY EDUCATION OUTCOMES FOR
ALL CHILDREN IN GEORGIA AND BEYOND.
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“WITHIN THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF ATTENDING THE HAMM CENTER, OUR DAUGHTER KHLOE WAS
MAKING SOUNDS, TRYING TO SAY HER NAME. IT’S HARD TO DESCRIBE WHAT IT FEELS LIKE WHEN
YOU DON’T THINK YOU’LL EVER HEAR YOUR CHILD’S VOICE AND THEN YOU HEAR HER SPEAK…
IT’S A MIRACLE. KHLOE IS NOW IN THE KENAN PRESCHOOL IN PREPARATION FOR A MAINSTREAM
CLASSROOM.
IT HASN’T ALWAYS BEEN EASY, BUT SHE IS SPEAKING MORE AND BEGINNING TO READ AND SHE HAS
LEARNED TO ADVOCATE FOR HERSELF WHEN SHE DOESN’T UNDERSTAND OR CANNOT HEAR. KHLOE
HAS ALWAYS BEEN AN EXPRESSIVE CHILD AND DETERMINED TO MAKE YOU UNDERSTAND HER ONE
WAY OR ANOTHER.
NOW SHE HAS A VOICE. SHE’S BEEN TRANSFORMED.”
SHANI MITCHELL
PARENT OF KHLOE

I. ENSURE ACCESS
Each student at the Atlanta Speech School has a team of professionals supporting his or her progress, from reading specialists
and speech-language pathologists to occupational therapists and licensed psychologists.
When asked about our teacher-to-student ratio, we unequivocally answer “205 to 1” because our entire 205-member staff is
here for each individual child—agreeing to be his or her conversational partner… encouraging her to take risks without fear of
failure… doing whatever it takes to ensure that learning takes place.
This transformational educational experience is cost-intensive, and our tuition reflects the individualized services that each
student receives. We remain dedicated to providing financial access to children in need of our services, but as the cost of doing
our work has multiplied, honoring this commitment is increasingly challenging.
To date, we have met financial aid needs through annual fundraising, the Georgia Private School Tax Credit, and allocations
from our existing endowment, but we recognize that a more robust endowment is essential to meet demand and position our
organization for long-term financial stability.
Your investment in KEEPING the PROMISE will not only support financial aid, but also will allow us to advance our work in
synthesizing research, refining teaching methodologies, and pioneering new programs that will serve as models statewide and
nationwide. Through the work of the Rollins Center and its Cox Campus, we are able to leverage our resources to ensure that
all children have the opportunity to enrich their lives through the power of language and literacy.
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“THIS SCHOOL IS LIKE A UNIVERSITY BUT
WITH CHILDREN, EXCEPT IT IS BETTER THAN

II. BUILD INTELLECTUAL
CAPITAL

A UNIVERSITY BECAUSE PEOPLE ARE NOT
WORKING IN SILOS, BUT IN COLLABORATION
FOR EACH CHILD.”
DR. PATRICIA KUHL,

Our staff is our greatest asset, the “intellectual capital”
that undergirds the Atlanta Speech School’s success
more powerfully than bricks and mortar ever could.

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON INSTITUTE
FOR LEARNING & BRAIN SCIENCES

Our teachers, therapists, clinicians, administrators
and entire staff demonstrate incomparable dedication,
compassion, ingenuity and grace. You will never find
a more extraordinary group of people united by a
common goal—teaching young children to listen, to
speak, to read and to write.
The Atlanta Speech School has become a destination
for the most gifted and committed professionals. We
are a center of excellence where educators continually
advance their skills and deploy the most effective
research-based teaching methods, knowing that the
work they do in their classrooms will benefit children
and teachers nationwide.
We want to continue to attract, retain and support
the best and brightest, so that we keep achieving
transformative language and literacy outcomes, and
significantly impact the delivery of early childhood
education. Endowment growth will provide for ongoing
professional development and continuing education
opportunities for our staff, to allow us to remain on the
cutting edge of research and knowledge in our fields.
The Atlanta Speech School has a culture of learning
that extends to every member of our team. With your
endowment support, we will reinforce our commitment
to educating students and promoting excellence
throughout the teaching profession, leading our
children into a brighter future.
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“THE SPEECH SCHOOL HAS AN INCREDIBLE RECIPE FOR SUCCESS:
THE ACADEMICS ARE PHENOMENAL AND THE QUALITY OF THE
TEACHERS IS SECOND TO NONE. MY CHILDREN’S TEACHERS UTILIZE
THE LATEST RESEARCH AND DEVELOP LESSONS TO HELP STUDENTS
INDIVIDUALLY AND IN SMALL GROUPS, WITH HANDS-ON EXERCISES
THAT ILLUSTRATE CONCEPTS AND BRING THEM TO LIFE.

THE SPEECH SCHOOL HAS GIVEN THEM THE TOOLS THEY NEED TO
NAVIGATE CHALLENGES AND TO ADVOCATE FOR THEMSELVES. THEY
HAVE BECOME MUCH MORE CONFIDENT LEARNERS.”

KRISTINA DEMOURA
PARENT OF ENRIQUE, GABRIELLA AND ISABELLA

III. INVEST IN OUR CAMPUS
Our campus at 3160 Northside Parkway has served us well since 1967. Over the past three decades, we have almost tripled our
School’s square footage, expanding to meet changing needs while continuing to be excellent stewards of our facilities.
As part of our KEEPING the PROMISE campaign, we are seizing a once-in-a-generation opportunity to acquire an
adjacent 2.3-acre parcel of land to grow our campus footprint. This expanded acreage will make it possible for us to reorient
and enlarge our outdoor educational play areas by up to 60%. Plans call for improved play surfaces and new play equipment
that will encourage children to engage with their teachers and with each other, fostering interactive exchanges, conversational
connections and rich language development. We want to create a positive, fun environment while ensuring that play is
intentional and exposure to language is maximized throughout the day.
Campaign funds will also support the creation of much-needed additional parking and the site work on the new property,
including grading, construction of retaining walls and stormwater retention areas, security fencing and lighting.
We will also make key technology investments such as upgraded Audiology Clinic equipment, sound field technology in
the Love Auditorium and the Gym, and assistive technology, as well as undertake facility improvements to increase energy
efficiency and to upgrade electrical systems.
Your capital investments in these projects will directly contribute to the success of our students, while also allowing us to
grow in service to the broader community.
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KEEPING the PROMISE
The Atlanta Speech School’s
$30 Million Capital and Endowment
Campaign
Ensure Access and Build
Intellectual Capital through
Endowment
$23 MILLION
Financial Aid
Professional Development
and Faculty Support

HELP KEEP
THE PROMISE
Following in the footsteps of the indomitable Kitty Hamm, our
School has grown and prospered in ways our founder could not
have even imagined.
We have transformed the lives of thousands of children who
have dyslexia, hearing issues, speech difficulties and/or language
delays. In our exemplary preschool program, we continually
incorporate research on how young children best develop
complex vocabulary, critical thinking skills, world knowledge,
and empathy for others. And we leverage our expertise through
the Rollins Center and its Cox Campus to ensure that all of

Invest in our Campus
$7 MILLION
Capital Improvements
— Property acquisition
— Improved and expanded play
areas
— Site work and construction
of expanded parking
— Energy-efficient facility updates

Georgia’s children are on the path to transition from “learning

Together we can directly support students in the Atlanta Speech School’s classrooms while also leveraging
the staff ’s expertise to promote language and literacy for every child in Georgia and beyond.
Together we can commit to KEEPING the PROMISE, yielding a remarkable return on investment, for the
greatest good.
Through our many decades of involvement with the Atlanta Speech School, we have seen firsthand the
difference this incredible institution has made for generations of students, providing them with the tools
they need to be successful, in school and in life. Just as our families have benefited from the Speech School’s
programs, we want to ensure that those benefits are extended to others and that Mrs. Hamm’s promise is
forever kept.

The Atlanta Speech School has a reach far beyond our campus,
serving as an incubator of change for early childhood education
throughout our state and our nation, always building on the
original promise made by Mrs. Hamm.

PLEASE HELP KEEP THE PROMISE
FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

IT’S THE BEST INVESTMENT
YOU CAN MAKE IN THE LIFE OF
A CHILD, KNOWING THAT EACH
LIFE HOLDS INCREDIBLE PROMISE —
AND THE POTENTIAL TO
TRANSFORM OUR WORLD.
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…and give the gift of language, transforming children’s lives, today and tomorrow.

to read” to “reading to learn” by the end of third grade.

Learning Tools
— Technology Infrastructure
— Assistive Technology
— Instructional Technology

PLEASE JOIN WITH US

Glenn Warren

Patty Reid

Campaign Co-Chair

Campaign Co-Chair

